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Preface

On a daily basis, the Israeli occupation authorities continue to commit violations against
the Palestinian people, including violations against sacred places, heritage and natural
resources. This observatory report monitors Israeli violations in the areas of education,
culture and science. This comes as part of the Palestinian National Commission for
Education, Culture and Science’s (PNCECS) constant endeavor to update the compe-
tent international agencies, particularly, UNESCO, ICESCO and ALECSO on the latest
educational, cultural, and scientific situation in Palestine, with a special focus on Jeru-
salem, where the occupation exerts every effort to Judaize the city and its history. To
this end, the Israeli occupation persistently attempts to take over the Palestinian cultural
space, control schools and impose Israeli curricula on Palestinian students. The obser-
vatory report aims to outline the Israeli occupation’s violations against the Palestinians,

including violations of the relevant international conventions.

The methodology of this special observatory report depends on collecting and sorting
data and reports from official and unofficial bodies, as well as official media agencies,
international human rights organizations. Data resources also include special PNCECS

watch reports on incitement and racism in the Israeli media and relevant violations.
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Israeli Violations in the Field of Education

The new academic year 2023/2024 began on the nineteenth of August, however, this start did
not escape the Israeli occupation’s attempts to obstruct the Palestinian educational process,
as the occupation authorities continued their policies, ordering the demolition of Ein Samia
School, stormed and besieged cities, towns, and villages. The curfew and the closure of check-
points led to delaying the start of the academic semester in many Palestinian cities and towns,
such as Nablus and Hebron, because of the continuous Israeli aggression. Students were also
not spared from the attacks, as the occupation forces deprived students from their education by
killing six of them and arresting 36 others at the start of the academic year others.

The spokesperson for the Ministry of Education, Sadiq Al-Khdour, said: “We suspended schools
on the first day due to the occupation policy. We also demand that protection be provided to

students and teachers in the Palestinian territories.”

The report monitors Israeli violations in the field of education in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip as follows:

Wounded Detainees Martyrs
Students 8 36 6

e August :13 Settlers stormed the» Ras EI-Tin «school ,east of Ramallah ,smashing
its windows and vandalizing its contents .The school is located in a Bedouin
community in the lands of the villages of Kafr Malik ,Khirbet Abu Falah ,and
Al-Mughayer ,east of Ramallah .The occupation issued a decision to demolish

the school earlier in the beginning of October2020 .

e August 17: Israeli occupation forces demolished Ein Samia School in the vil-
lage of Kafr Malek, east of Ramallah. The school was established on January
15, 2022, in coordination between the Ministry of Education and the Coloni-
zation & Wall Resistance Commission . it was funded by European Union and
built by volunteers. The school is considered one of steadfastness and challenge
schools. It has from the first untill the sixth grades, and serves children from
the surrounding Bedouin communities where Al-Amrain/Kaabna Bedouin tribe
settled about thirty-five years ago. It consists from approximately three hundred
citizens who suffer from repeated attacks by settlers for confiscating their lands
and expelling people from it . The demolition was widely condemned by various

international bodies, as the European Union condemned the demolition of the
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school funded through it and demanded the occupation for financial compen-
sation for the demolition of the school. It called on the occupation to respect
the right of Palestinian students of education. The European Commission also
threatened to file a lawsuit against the Israeli occupation’s demolition of the
Ein Samia School. Representatives of countries at the United Nations expressed
their denunciation of the demolition of schools and the deprivation of students
from education.

e August 20: Students at Al-Tahadi School 5, east of Bethlehem, started the new
academic year in the open air after the occupation demolished the school and did
not allow it to be rebuilt.

e August 20: The occupation forces besieged Huwwara area, south of Nablus,
forcing the Education Directorate in the region to suspend schools on the first
day of the new academic year. The spokesman for the Education Directorate
said: “We suspended schools on the first day of work due to the occupation
policy, and we ask for protection for students and teachers in the Palestinian
territories.”

e August 22: The occupation forces besieged the city of Hebron and closed its
entrances, forcing the Directorate of Education in Hebron to suspend schools on
the third day of the new academic year.

e August 22: Head of the Settlement Council in the northern West Bank, Yossi
Dagan, incited against the Palestinian educational system, claiming that it en-
courages murder.

e August 24: The Israeli occupation forces threatened to demolish Al-Masafer
Mixed Secondary School, south of Hebron. This threat falls within the frame-
work of a fierce attack against educational institutions, staff, and students. It is
noteworthy that this school, which was built in 2009 with the support of the Eu-
ropean Union, the French government, and Italian associations, includes 12 ac-
ademic divisions, and serves 70 male and female students from Masafer Yatta .

e August 29: Settlers assaulted a child while he was returning from school in the
town of Tuqu’, near Bethlehem, then the parents freed the child from the set-

tlers’ hands.
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Part of Israeli occupation<s demolition of Ein Samia School ,which serves Bedouin

communities east of Ramallah

Students at Al-Tahadi School ,5 east of Bethlehem ,begin the new academic year in the open air

after the occupation demolished the school and did not allow it to be rebuilt.

Israeli violations against the Palestinian people in the educational, cultural and scientific domains




The start of the academic year from Shalal Alouja School ,which is threatened with

demolition by the occupation
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Head of education directorate in southern Nablus is on foot to open the new academic year in the

town of Beita - south of Nablus as a result of the occupation‘s closures
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Masafer Yatta School ,south of Hebron ,threatened with demolition

Israeli Violations in the Field of Higher Education

The occupation authorities constantly target the higher education in Palestine, in a desperate
attempt to incapacitate and disrupt the process to isolate higher education from its national
and patriotic context and content and to hamper its ability to communicate its message to the
world. The Israeli violations vary between assaulting, killing or arresting university students,
including campus incursion, and confiscation of equipment and appliances. The occupation’s

measures against higher education also aim to impose constraints against international and Pal-

estinian academics alike.

Wounded Detained Martyrs
University Students - 8 -
Academics - 1 -
University staff - 1 -

Israeli violations against the Palestinian people in the educational, cultural and scientific domains




e August8:
More than 700 academics and public figures from Israel, Palestine and other countries
signed an open letter equating Israel’s occupation of the West Bank with apartheid, in a
move described by observers as a “watershed moment” for how the Israeli occupation
is viewed.
According to Omer Bartov, professor of Holocaust and genocide studies at Brown Uni-
versity and organizer of the letter, to the Middle East Eye website, the letter included
752 signatories at the time of publication. The letter stated that there is a direct link
between Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s attempt to reform the Israeli judiciary
and its illegal occupation of the occupied Palestinian territories. The letter stated, “The
ultimate goal of judicial reform is to tighten restrictions on Gaza, deny Palestinians
equal rights outside and inside the Green Line, annex more land, and ethnically cleanse
all territories under Israeli rule from their Palestinian population”
The letter referred to the expression “the elephant in the room”: in reference to the long-
term Israeli occupation, which resulted in an apartheid regime*.
The letter added, “There cannot be democracy for Jews in Israel as long as the Pales-
tinians live under the apartheid regime”. The organizer of the letter said that there were
a number of Israeli academics who signed the letter and who had previously refused to
equate occupation with apartheid. One of the most prominent of these figures is Profes-
sor Emeritus at Ben Gurion University, Benny Morris.
The letter also added that the main change is that Israeli behaviour in the West Bank,
which started to be practiced against Arabs in Israel now, has become increasingly bru-
tal over the past few years, especially during the last half year, has made more and more
people realize that continued occupation is morally and politically impossible.
Notable academics such as Peter Beinart of the City University of New York and Avrum
Burg, former speaker of the Knesset and head of the Jewish Agency for Israel, also
signed the letter.
The letter was also supported by academics specialized in evolutionary biology at the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem and in rabbinic studies at Hebrew College. Along with
many academics, the message received support from professors at Yale, Brown, Colum-

bia, and Harvard University in the United States.

Israeli Violations against Tangible Heritage

The Israeli violations against the Palestinian tangible heritage are concentrated in attacking Pal-
estinian sanctities, archaeological and natural sites, both by the military forces and the settlers

who attack and desecrate the sites under the protection of the occupation military forces.
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Recently, the Israeli occupation authorities have intensified their campaigns against the archae-
ological site of Sebastia in Nablus Governorate to control the Palestinian lands and archaeolog-
ical sites in the region as these sites hold global heritage value and great historical importance.
Therefore, Israeli incursions supported by tourist visits by settlers continue to the region aiming
at linking the region to false Israeli narratives, to justify its presence in the region. Therefore,
in May 2023, the occupation authorities allocated $32 million to judaize the region and control
the archaeological sites there by building a fence that surrounds archaeological sites in order to
control them, and spreading false narratives about the history in the region.

The danger of this plan lies in the occupation’s control of these areas, thus preventing any Pal-
estinian efforts to excavate in the region. This fence also leads to the destruction of Palestinian
tourism in the region, which negatively affects the people of Sebastia economically. On the
other hand, israeli occuption will reap economic benefits from controlling the archaeological
sites in the region. As a result, and based on the the Palestinian Council of Ministers’ reolution,
a special committee was formed to confront the Israeli threats on the archaeological sites and

the attempt to Judaize them in Palestine.

The report monitors Israeli violations against tangible cultural heritage as follows:

e August 1: Israeli occupation forces stormed the archaeological site in the town
of Sebastia, north of Nablus where occupation forces stormed the archaeological
site in the town, reviewed files, and maps, and conducted a survey of the Roman
amphitheater area.

e August 13: The occupation forces and a number of settlers stormed the archae-
ological square in the town of Sebastia, west of Nablus, amid heavy gunfire and
gas bombs, which led to suffocation cases among citizens.

e August 14: The Israeli occupation authorities are preparing to begin their settle-
ment plan for Judaization of the archaeological site in the municipality of Sebas-
tia, where the occupation forces stormed the archaeological site in the town and
gave the green light to an Israeli contractor to work in the area, as part of a plan
to Judaize the area, under the cover of restoration work in the archaeological site
to seize more lands. The occupation forces handed in a notice to remove a tourist
tent in the area.

e August 18: Settlers stormed the archaeological site “Shahwan Synagogue” in
the city of Jericho, under the protection of the Israeli occupation army. They
performed Talmudic rituals.

e August 26: The occupation forces stormed the archaeological site of the town of

Sebastia in Nablus Governorate in their ongoing effort to control the area.
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Israeli Violations in the field of Cultural Expression

August 28: Israeli occupation forces detained the “Rahal and Soqor of South Hebron” four-

wheel drive team in the village of Janba in Masafer Yatta, and seized their vehicles.

Israeli Violations against the Environment

The water crisis in Palestine is mainly due to the occupation’s control over the Palestinian water
resources. The occupation authorities have reduced the water quotas supplied to the governor-
ates of Bethlehem and Hebron. The Israeli Mekorot Company, which supplies water to the
West Bank, has implemented a policy that involves reducing supplies to the main water line of
Deir Shaar, which provides water to the governorates of Hebron and Bethlehem, and the water
connections to Tarqumiya and Beit Kahil. Thus, the average water supply from the Deir Shaar
water line declined to 6000 cups per day, which caused depriving the residents of the two gov-
ernorates of their right to sufficient amounts of water in light of burning temperatures. This
policy comes within the framework of the racial discrimination agenda of the extremist Israeli
government towards the Palestinians, which favors the residents of the illegal settlements with
extra quantities of water at the expense of the Palestinian rights.

The Israeli government deliberately uses water as a collective punishment tool against the Pal-
estinians, by continuing to reduce the water supplies despite all communication attempts and
pressure by the international community. The Israeli authorities keep ignoring the gravity of
water supply reduction at a time when the country is witnessing an unprecedented rise in tem-
perature, which makes water a greater value, as a humanitarian requirement to cope with the
heat waves for the different social groups, especially children, women, and the elderly.

The settlement industrial zones also continue to deplete the lands of the citizens in the West
Bank, especially in the Salfit governorate. The most important of these effects is the pumping of
polluted waste and water into the lands of the citizens, which are dangerous materials that de-
stroy the lands and lead to soil pollution in addition to polluted air emissions. “Burkan”, which
1s built on the lands of Salfit, pumps polluted oils onto the citizens’ lands, which sabotages and
destroys agricultural lands and makes them unsuitable for cultivation.

August 25: Settlers stormed the Qaryut Spring, south of Nablus, under the protection of the
occupation forces, who fired stun grenades and toxic tear gas at citizens. It is noteworthy that
over the past months, settlers have intensified their raids on the spring on a weekly basis, and

broke its locks several times, to seize it.
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The report monitors Israeli violations against the environment as follows:

Violation Type 2 = : = E:
] 5 s & =
& -2 ~
Attacks against agricultural facilities and machinery 3 2 5
Attacks against lands 2 1 2 1 3 9 3 1 1 1 |24
Tree uprooting 2 2 2 1 7
Dumping hazardous waste 1 1 2
Destruction of water pipes 1 1
Livestock loss 1 1 4 2 8
Total 7 2 4 5 5 15| 5§ 2 1 1 | 47

*  The total number of environmental violations in August was 47, most of which were at-
tacks on the Palestinian territories, including intrusions, control, and sabotage, with 24

attacks. These attacks were concentrated in Hebron Governorate, with 15 violations.

Israeli Violations in Jerusalem

The occupation continues targeting students, educational cadres, and schools, and violating the
right to education in Jerusalem. It attempts to attack the foundations of the collective national
identity by manipulating and distorting the curricula. On the other hand, the occupation con-
tinues its attempts to distort the Arab and Islamic features of the city, as well as its religious
and national character, through settlement and excavation projects underneath the old city, and
particularly Al-Agsa Mosque. This poses eminent threats to Al-Aqsa Mosque, which has caused
several collapses in the structures of the Islamic sanctuary. In the meantime, the occupation au-
thorities prevent any restoration processes inside the Haram, while facilitating settler incursions
and trespassing under the cover of tourism to Al-Agsa Mosque and providing them with strict
security protection to allow them practice Talmudic worship rituals that violate the status of the
Mosque as a place of Islamic worship.

The report monitors the Israeli violations in Jerusalem as follows:
Israeli Violations in the field of Education

Occupation violations against students in Jerusalem as follows:

Wounded Detained Martyrs
Students 3 10 1
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August 5: The so-called Ministry of Education of the occupation municipality in Jerusalem
has approved the opening of 3 schools within “Israeli” education system in Jerusalem, with
the opening of registration for the next academic year. And it announced the opening of a
new school named “Elia’a” mixed primary school in the town of Kafr Aqgab, and the school
operates according to the “Israeli” curriculum from the first to the sixth grade. Registration
has also been opened for the “Al-Sala’a” Technological Secondary School for Boys, which
operates within the “Israeli” education system called “Matriculation” and accepts grades from
ninth till the high school. The school will include a technology track in the field of computers,
new education, and other electronic technologies. The opening of another school was also
announced, called the “Ibdaa” School for Music and Arts, which is a mixed primary school in
Shuafat area, and follows the “Israeli”” education curriculum.

What is happening in Jerusalem education is an extremely dangerous matter, and it is
the first step in trying to control Jerusalem and Al-Agsa Mosque.” The occupation gov-
ernment is working on plans that include evasion and deception, by claiming that the
content of the Palestinian curricula contains incitement, using this claim as a cover to
cancel the curricula. The occupation is launching a fierce attack on education in Jeru-
salem. A year ago, the occupation government canceled the licenses of several schools
in the occupied city, under the pretext of teaching content that incites against “Israel®.
It is worth noting that, according to the International Geneva Convention on which the
United Nations relies, in Articles 24 and 25, it indicates that the occupied peoples must
learn within what is appropriate to the culture of the people who belong to this culture.
August 17: The occupation authorities summoned the Jerusalemite teacher Ha-

nadi Al-Halawani for investigation at the Al-Maskobiyya Center in Jerusalem.

August 20: The occupation authorities summoned the Jerusalemite teacher
Khadija Awais for investigation.

August 31: The occupation forces confiscated Palestinian curriculum books

from Bialara School in Jerusalem and arrested the driver and employee assigned

to deliver these books to the school

August 31: The Central Parents Committee in the town of Jabal Mukaber in occupied
Jerusalem announced an open strike and refused to open the new academic year at
Al-Sawahra Secondary School for Boys until a new, educationally appropriate building
is secured. This announcement came during an urgent meeting called by the committee,
in the presence of the students’ families and representatives of the Jaabis clan in Jabal
Mukaber. The attendees renewed their refusal to introduce the Israeli “matriculation”
curriculum into Jabal Mukaber schools, especially the new school in the Jaabis neigh-
borhood, and organized an ongoing sit-in in which the Arab Sawahra tribes and Jabal

Mukaber residents participated.
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Israeli Violations in the field of Higher Education

The following table lists Israeli occupation violations against university students
in Jerusalem:

Wounded Detained Martyrs
University Students - 1 -

* August 24 : The occupation authorities made an arbitrary decision to deport the two students, Baraa
Hatem Fugha, from Tulkarm, who is studying at the Faculty of Medicine, and the student, Batool
Iyad Dar Assi, from Ramallah, who is studying at the Faculty of Medical Imaging, from their univer-
sity of Jerusalem. in Abu Dis, east of occupied Jerusalem, under the pretext of their activities in the
student’s union inside the university, which means depriving them from continuing their university
education, in a systematic racist policy against education and its institutions in Jerusalem.

The Jerusalem Governorate described this decision as “racist,” considering what is happening
as blatant and unacceptable interference in our national universities.

It called on international human rights and humanitarian institutions in the world, especially UN-
ESCO, to denounce and reject this decision, and to put pressure on Israel, the occupying power,
to retract it, and all decisions related to the Judaization of education in Jerusalem, noting that the
international conventions, especially the Fourth Geneva Convention, stipulate the freedom of the
peoples under occupation to choose their curricula and teachers, in line with their customs, tradi-
tions and religions, without interference by the occupying power . This racist decision comes at
a time when education is being fought in Jerusalem, and millions of dollars are allocated to it in
order to capture and Judaize it, as the Minister of Finance in the extremist occupation government,
Bezalel Smotrich, announced a few days ago the five-year plan to Judaize Jerusalem and education
there, while the occupation authorities are giving facilitations to attract Palestinian students, espe-

cially Jerusalemites, to study in its affiliated schools and Hebrew universities .

Israeli Violations in the field of Tangible Heritage in Jerusalem

Storming of Al Aqsa Mosque

Number of Settlers 3891

e August 20: A new plan for the Israeli occupation stipulates the spatial and tem-
poral division of the Al-Agsa Mosque. The plan stipulates dividing the Holy
Mosque so that the north and centre of the Mosque are for the Jews. This will be
achieved by demolishing the Dome of the Rock and building the alleged temple
above it, annexing the northern part of the Mosque, preventing Muslims from

entering it, and restricting Muslims. In the southern part of the Haram (Al-Qibli
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Mosque), the plan requires specifying the hours of entry to Al-Agsa for Muslims
and allocating specific hours for Jews during which Muslims are prevented from

entering Al-Aqsa Mosque.

e August 20: The Israeli occupation government approved a five-year plan worth
120 million shekels to deepen the Judaization of Jerusalem and obliterate its
features in all areas of life. Recognition of Israeli law regarding Jerusalem.

e August 26: Dozens of settlers organized a provocative march in the Old City of
occupied Jerusalem. The settlers, protected by occupation soldiers, roamed the
streets of Old Jerusalem all the way to the Buraq Wall. They chanted racist slo-
gans and performed Talmudic rituals in the markets of the Old City, specifically
in Al-Wad Street and Souq Al-Qattanin.

Israeli Violations in the field of Cultural Expression in Jerusalem

e August 2: The Israeli occupation forces arrested the president of the Silwan
Club, Ahmed Al-Ghoul, where they stormed Silwan town, south of Jerusalem,
arrested Al-Ghoul after they raided and searched his house.

e August 2: The Israeli occupation forces prevented the holding of a ceremony
honoring successful high school students at the Silwan Sports Club, as they

handed a notice to the club to prevent the ceremony from being held.

Israeli Violations against the Environment in Jerusalem

e August 2: The Israeli occupation forces notified the removal of an agricultural
pergola in the town of Silwan, south of Al-Agsa Mosque in the occupied city of
Jerusalem. Occupation forces stormed the Abbasiya neighborhood in the town
and handed the citizen Khaled Al-Zeer an order to remove an agricultural per-
gola.

e August 9: Forces bulldozed land and demolished barracks and wooden poles
erected on them in the Abbasiya neighborhood in the town of Silwan, south of
the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque.

e August 14: Settlers bulldozed a plot of land in the Wadi Hilweh neighborhood
in Silwan, south of the blessed Al-Agsa Mosque, while others placed iron poles
on other plots of land in preparation for fencing them and closing them with an
iron gate.

e August 27: Occupation bulldozers continued to bulldoze lands in Wadi Hilweh
in the town of Silwan, south of Al-Agsa Mosque.
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Sources

The information contained herein has been derived from the following sources:

The official website of the Palestine Liberation Organization
The Ministry of Education

Palestinian News and Information Agency( WAFA)
Palestine TV

Environmental Quality Authority

Palestinian Water Authority

Jerusalem Governorate

Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs

Wadi Al-Hilweh Information Center - Jerusalem

Middle East Eye

Israeli violations against the Palestinian people in the educational, cultural and scientific domains




pncecs

Palestine - Ramallah , 2421080,2420901 ) ,174
Fax.: 2426333, Email: marsad.pncecs@gmail.com

(2420901 .2421080 ) .174 , 4l aly = oplacls

marsad.pncecs@gmail.com @ ig,iSi¥1 w1 2426333 ¢ usls

Web site :http:/www.pncecs.plo.ps

Israeli violations against the Palestinian people in the educational, cultural and scientific domains




