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Preface

Israeli occupation authorities practice daily violations against the Palestinian people their
sanctities, heritage, and natural assets. This observatory follows up and monitor Israeli viola-
tions in the educational , cultural ,and scientific areas within the permanent endeavor of the
Palestinian National Commission for Education, Culture and Science to brief the specialized
international organizations, especially UNESCO, ICESCO and ALECSO, with the education-
al, cultural and scientific situation in Palestine in general and in Jerusalem in particular, where
occupation seeks by all means to Judaize the city and its history by imposing control over
Palestinian schools curricula, and the cultural scene. The observatory aims to highlight the vio-
lations committed by the occupation and its violation of all relevant international conventions.
This specialized observatory utilize a methodology based on collecting and sorting data and
reports issued by official and unofficial authorities, in addition to official media agencies, in-
ternational human rights organizations and agencies, in addition to the reports of specialized
teams in the National Committee that monitors incitement and racism in the Israeli media and

the violations of relevance to its work scope.
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Israeli violations in the field of education

The Ministry of Education held the general secondary exams in June amidst exceptional chal-
lenges this year due to the repressive Israeli occupation policies. The Ministry reported that five
students were killed and 28 were detained and prevented from taking the high school General
exam with the rest of their colleagues this year by the Israeli occupation. The Israeli occupation
forces stormed the city of Jenin on the morning of 19 June 2023 forcing the Ministry of Educa-

tion to postpone the high school exam to a later day.

The report monitored Israeli violations in the field of education in the West Bank and

Gaza Strip as follows:

Wounded Detainees Martyrs

Student 14 43 3

e June 18: The Israeli Occupation Authorities issued a decision to demolish
the Umm Qassa Elementary School in Badia Yatta, south of Hebron. The oc-
cupation notified the school last year of demolition and prevented the parents
from adding new classroom units to it, noting that the school consists of tin
rooms and it accommodates 58 students from the first to the fourth grades of
elementary school, from: Al-Makhroub Gathering, Qassa, and Al-Obeidiya.
It also includes a kindergarten classroom. The Occupation Court notified the
school’s lawyer of the demolition decision within seven days.

e June 21: Settlers attacked Orif Secondary School, south of Nablus, van-
dalizing its contents and burning classrooms.

T e e

* Remnants of settlers <burning of Orif Secondary School ,south of Nablus
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Israeli violations in the field of higher education

Higher education in Palestine is a major target of the occupation as it attempts by all means
to weaken it and to interfere with it aiming at emptying higher education of its national content
and weakening its role in conveying its message to the world .These violations vary between
attacking students at their universities and targeting them by either killing or arresting them as
well as storming universities and confiscating devices. In addition, Israeli authorities impose

restrictions on both foreign and Palestinian academics.

Wounded Detainees Martyrs
Students University - 4 -

Israeli violations in the field of tangible heritage

Israeli occupation’s violations against the tangible Palestinian heritage come in the form of the
attacks on Palestinian sanctities, archaeological and natural sites either by Israeli army forces or

by settlers who attack and desecrate these sites under the protection of the Israeli army.

The report monitored Israeli violations in the field of tangible cultural heritage as follows:

e June 1: The occupation bulldozed an archaeological area in Khirbet Faour, south
of the town of Al-Khader in favor of widening a settlement road with the aim of
expanding the settlement road known as “60 Street”

e June 5: Last night, hundreds of settlers stormed Islamic shrines in the town of
Kifl Haris, north of Salfit and they performed Talmudic rituals in the place.

e June 5: Settlers stormed the “Tal Ma’in” site, south of Hebron. They performed
Talmudic rituals in it.

e  June 11: The Israeli occupation forces stormed the archaeological site in the
town of Sebastia, northwest of Nablus. Surveys were carried out around the
area. It is noteworthy that the occupation forces are trying to impose a fait ac-

compli by seizing the archaeological site, as the occupation government recent-

ly allocated 32 million shekels to Judaize the archaeological site in Sebastia.

Israeli violations in the field of cultural expression

e June 21: The Israeli occupation forces attacked the members of the Turmus
Aya Sports Club / Ramallah whereby Dr. Omar Abu Al-Quteen, a member
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and player of the Turmus Aya Sports Club, was killed violating the most im-
portant principles of UNESCO “Sport for Development and Peace.”

Israeli violations in the field of the environment

The Israeli occupation authorities practice daily violations against the Palestinian environment
ranging from burning and bulldozing agricultural land, cutting down trees, turning Palestinian
lands into landfills for Israeli waste, establishing industrial settlement areas, seizing and acquir-

ing natural reserves, and discharging waste water from settlements in the Palestinian territories.

The Israeli occupation razes sewage networks and cesspits, and prevents the construction of
wastewater treatment plants. It also prevents development, maintenance and rehabilitation proj-
ects in areas called “C” and the Jordan Valley alike. As the Israeli authorities say, 600 million
cubic meters of groundwater have been stolen. Meanwhile Israeli hazardous waste is promoted
and sold on the grounds that it is natural fertilizer. Israeli waste is also smuggled after sorting
and burning the waste, which is recycled, and the rest is smuggled to the Palestinian territories.
The West Bank also includes 252 Israeli factories specialized in hazardous industries that pro-
duce huge amounts of smoke and toxic fumes.

The Israeli authorities are depleting the natural resources in the Dead Sea through the construc-
tion of many water projects, the construction of dams at the sources of the Yarmouk River, the
establishment of factories that drain the natural resources of the Dead Sea such as magnesium
and phosphate, and the drilling of more than 100 wells to extract groundwater feeding the Dead
Sea. In addition, occupation forces carried out military training in the Dead Sea basin. These
practices led to the loss of 90% of the Dead Sea water, the depletion of plant and animal re-
sources in the region, the increase in the salinity of the Dead Sea, in addition to the negative im-
pact on the aesthetic aspects and the decrease in the groundwater level in the neighboring areas.
It is noteworthy that the Israeli occupation has controlled about 95% of the water in the western
aquifer and more than 70% of the eastern aquifer, and others. This is in addition to the water
losses as a result of the occupation’s control and annexation of some of the main springs, such
as: Al-Qilt, Al-Fara, Al-Auja, Fasayel, Al-Sakot, Ayoun Al-Maleh, Al-Hilweh Al-Fawqa and
Al-Tahta, which constitutes a loss estimated at 10 to 15 million cubic meters annually, in ad-
dition to the constant threat to the springs located in the city of Jericho, which is considered
the main source of drinking and agriculture, and the accompanying loss of the only outlet for
water tourism, as well as its control over the Al-Fashkha springs, whose discharge rate ranges

between 60-80 million m3/year.
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The report monitored Israeli violations in the field of the environment as follows:

of nature The
violation
Assault on
agricultural
facilities and 2 1 3 1 1 8
devices
Agricultural 1 1
land shelling
Land assault 5 1 7 1 2 3 5 3 1 28
Trees
uprooted 1 1 2 2 6
Livestock 2 1 1 3 7
Total 7 2 10 3 4 11 8 4 1 50

e  The total number of violations against the environment in June reached 50. Jenin and
Nablus recorded 11 and 10 attacks respectively. Land grabbing, bulldozing, and de-
struction had the largest share in terms of the number of attacks by 28 attacks, which
represents 56 % of all attacks

Israeli violations in the city of Jerusalem

Israeli occupation authorities continue targeting student, academic staff, and schools as well as vi-
olations against education in Jerusalem. They constantly strive to obliterate the national identity of
the Palestinian people through distorting the curricula. On the other hand, occupation authorities
attempt to remove Arab and Islamic features of the city and make it lose its religious and civilized
character through the implementation of settlement projects and excavations under the city espe-
cially under Al-Agsa Mosque. This have become a real threat to Al -Aqsa Mosque as it may cause
the collapse of parts of it. In addition, the occupation authorities prevent any possible restoration
in it, and facilitate storming it by settlers under the name of ‘tourists of Al-Agsa Mosque. This hap-
pens under strict security protection and the practice of Talmudic rituals that contradict the special
status of the blessed Mosque as a purely Islamic landmark.

The report monitored the Israeli violations in the city of Jerusalem as follows:
Israeli violations in the field of education

Occupation violations against students in the city of Jerusalem ,as shown in the following table:

wounded detainees Martyrs
Students 1 46 1

e June 7: The Israeli occupation forces arrested a high school student from the

town of Silwan in occupied Jerusalem, after they raided and searched his fam-
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ily’s house. With this arrest, the occupation prevented him from taking the first
high school exams with the rest of the students.

One of the latest manifestations of the attempts to israelize education in the city
of Jerusalem is that the Israeli Knesset General Assembly approved the June
2023, with the preliminary reading of two draft laws aimed at increasing control
over schools and teachers in the Palestinian community in the 1948 lands. The
draft law stipulates:

For granting a license for schools, they should be compliant with the Israeli
curriculum.

Tightening the criteria for granting a teaching license, and obligating the Min-
istry of Education to examine the security background of any Palestinian candi-
date for a teacher’s job. Granting a teaching license requires that the candidate
have no security activity- related past and no connection to the implementation
of a terrorist act.

Oblige the Director General of the Ministry of Education to revoke the approval
of the appointment of a teacher “convicted of terrorism” and suspend the teach-
ing license of teachers against whom criminal proceedings have been opened on
suspicion of carrying out a terrorist act.

The ‘other bill” which stipulates the formation of a committee empowered to
dismiss teachers for allegedly “supporting terrorism or belonging to a terrorist
organization.

Withholding budgets from the schools teaching the Palestinian curriculum
Forming a committee authorized to dismiss teachers for allegedly “supporting
terrorism or belonging to a terrorist organization.” The draft law stipulates that
the committee includes five members appointed by the Minister of Education,
including representatives from the education system, the police, the Shin Bet
and local government.

June 14: The occupation forces detained Children and forced them to sit on the
ground and searched them in Bir Ayoub neighborhood in Silwan town in Jeru-

salem governorate.

Israeli violations in the field of higher education and scientific research

June 4: The occupation forces summoned the researcher in Jerusalem affairs,

Fakhri Abu Diab, after they stormed his house to hand him the summons.

June 18: The occupation municipality in the occupied city of Jerusalem ap-
proved the construction of the largest university campus for religious extremists

on 13 dunums of the lands of Lifta and Deir Yassin, after the Ministries of High-
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er Education, Housing and Settlement provided their approval and support for
the project. According to the Israeli municipality, this project will cover the uni-
versity campus of the Lev Academic Center with an area of 13 dunams of land
(Lifta and Deir Yassin) and will be built at an estimated cost of $120 million, of
which $70 million has already been collected - primarily from donations from
extremist Orthodox Jewish religious associations inside the country and abroad.
According to the occupation municipality an “innovative academic space” will
be built there, which will include five huge buildings for the College of Engi-
neering, Life Sciences, Health and Administration, a conference building and a

dormitory tower for female students.

Israeli violations in the field of tangible heritage:

Mosque Aqgsa-Al of storming The
settlers of Number 2933

e June 4: The occupation forces transformed the historic Jerusalem Citadel near
the Hebron Gate into the so-called “David Citadel Museum™ in a major distor-
tion of Jerusalem’s archaeological sites.

e June 4: The occupation forces stormed Al-Agqsa Mosque, assaulted citizens, and
arrested them from inside the mosque.

e June 19: The occupation forces stormed the Al-Qibli prayer hall in Al-Agsa
Mosque, and prevented a number of worshipers from performing i’tikaaf in the
mosque.

e June 20: Settlers attempted to bring in an offering to Al-Agsa Mosque through
the Lions Gate

e June 29: Occupation forces after the completion of Eid al-Adha prayer stormed
Al-Agsa Mosque through Bab al-Rahma chapel, and assaulted a number of

young men and arrested a number of them.
Israeli violations in area of cultural expression

e June 8: A report issued by the United Nations Independent International Com-
mission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jeru-
salem, and Israel, submitted to the United Nations Human Rights Council, con-
firmed that the ongoing attacks by the Israeli authorities in the field of cultural
expression affect the artists and cultural activists and constitute violations of
cultural rights. “We have no doubt that the revocation of the residence permits
of the human rights defender, Salah Al-Hamouri, in East Jerusalem based on

the alleged “violation of loyalty to the State of Israel” constitutes a war crime,”
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said member of the investigation committee, Mr. Chris Sidoti, noting that the
claim of the protected persons in the occupied territory Pledge of allegiance is a
reprehensible violation of international humanitarian law. We have preserved in-
formation on individuals who bear responsibility for what might constitute a war
crime with unlawful deportation, including third parties such as airlines and their
crews who assisted in deportation,” said Ms. Navanethem Pillay, Chairperson of
the Commission of Inquiry said, “We issued a report focusing on silencing civil
society in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel, and concluded that all
responsible actors are involved in curtailing the rights to freedom of expression
and peaceful association.” She added, “We are particularly concerned about the
situation of Palestinian human rights defenders who are frequently subjected to
a range of punitive measures as part of the occupation regime. These measures
have widespread repercussions for children as well, contributing to the break-
down of families and increasing psychological trauma and fear.

June 19: Bulldozers belonging to the occupation forces stormed the vi-
cinity of the Palestine Equestrian Club in the village of Qalandia, north of
Jerusalem to demolish horses’ stables.

Israeli violations in the area of environment

June 6: The Israeli occupation forces uprooted 50 olive trees and demolished
a retaining wall in the town of Hizma, northeast of Jerusalem. The occupation
forces uprooted 50 olive trees in the Tablas area of the town, and demolished a
retaining wall surrounding 4 dunums, in the same area, and bulldozed several
agricultural roads.

June :12 The occupation demolished a wooden room and a water well in the

town of Hizma ,northeast of Jerusalem.
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The information in this observatory is derived from

= The Ministry of Education

=  Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
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= Wadi al-Hilweh Information Center - Jerusalem

=  United Nations Human Rights Council
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