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Preface

On a daily basis, the Israeli occupation authorities continue to commit violations against the
Palestinian people, including violations against sacred places, heritage and natural resources.
This observatory report monitors Israeli violations in the areas of education, culture and sci-
ence. This comes as part of the Palestinian National Committee for Education, Culture and
Science’s (PNCECS) constant endeavor to update the competent international agencies, par-
ticularly, UNESCO, ICESCO and ALECSO on the latest educational, cultural and scientific
situation in Palestine, with a special focus on Jerusalem, where the occupation exerts every
effort to Judaize the city and its history. To this end, the Israeli occupation persistently attempts
to take over the Palestinian cultural space, control schools and impose Israeli curricula on
Palestinian students. The observatory report aims to outline the Israeli occupation’s violations

against the Palestinians, including violations of the relevant international conventions.

The methodology of this special observatory report depends on collecting and sorting data
and reports from official and unofficial bodies, as well as official media agencies, international
human rights organizations. Data resources also include special PNCECS watch reports on

incitement and racism in the Israeli media and relevant violations.
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Israeli Violations in the Field of Education

The Israeli violations against education have intensified on several levels, including the viola-
tion of students and teachers’ rights, school building violation, and disturbance of education.
The occupation authorities have systematically attacked students and teachers on their way to
schools and during working hours. Under various pretexts, the Israeli occupation continued to
issue school demolition orders and set up checkpoints in several areas, causing the disturbance
of educational process, obstruction of student and teacher movement or preventing them from

reaching their schools.

The report monitors Israeli violations in the field of education in the West Bank and the

Gaza Strip as follows:

Wounded Detainees Martyrs
Students 7 42 5

e July 3: Israeli settlers have attacked a house, where children live in Burqa village
northwest of Nablus. The residents tried to defend the village, when the Israeli
occupation forces, protecting the attacking settlers, responded with force.

e July 24: The Israeli occupation forces used a child (13 years old) as a human
shield to force his father to surrender himself in Askar camp east of Nablus.

e July 26: The Israeli occupation forces partly demolished the Bedouin al-Ka’abneh
school in Al-Maarajat area, North West of Jericho. The occupation forces, accom-
panied by trucks, stormed the brick and tin — built school, and partly demolished
it. The forces confiscated the construction materials used to expand and renovate
the school. The occupation forces have notified the school, which provides educa-
tion for hundreds of preschool and elementary students (up to ninth grade) in the
Bedouin communities in Al-Maarajat, for demolition 27 times.

e July 28: The Israeli Occupation Forces raided Bir Quza Elementary Mixed School
in the town of Beita, south of Nablus, destroyed its furniture and equipment and
seized cameras. This was the second break-in within few days, causing the same

e damage in a recurring act of vandalism against our educational institutions.

Israeli violations against the Palestinian people in the educational, cultural and scientific domains




The aftermath of incursion by Israeli occupation forces to Bir Qoza Elementary School
in Bita village South of Nablus

Israeli Violations in the Field of Higher Education

The occupation authorities constantly target the higher education in Palestine, in a desperate
attempt to incapacitate and disrupt the process to isolate higher education from its national
and patriotic context and content, and hamper its ability to communicate its message to the
world. The Israeli violations vary between assaulting, killing or arresting university students,
including campus incursion, and confiscation of equipment and appliances. The occupation’s
measures against higher education also aim to impose constraints against international and Pal-

estinian academics alike.

Wounded Detained Martyrs
University Students - 10 -

e  July 19: The Israeli occupation forces stormed the Palestine Polytechnic University in
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Hebron. They detained a number of male and female students and checked their identity
cards, and fired stun grenades and toxic gas at the residents and students, causing some

of them to suffocate of the toxic gas.

Israeli Violations against Tangible Heritage

The Israeli violations against the Palestinian tangible heritage are concentrated in attacking Pal-
estinian sanctities, archaeological and natural sites, both by the military forces and the settlers

who attack and desecrate the sites under the protection of the occupation military forces.

The report monitors Israeli violations against tangible cultural heritage as follows:

* July 6: The Israeli occupation forces severely damaged the Church of the Latin Mon-
astery in the city of Jenin, during the two- day aggression against the city and its camp.
The damages include eruption of fire inside the church, and damage to the prayer room,
due to direct targeting by the occupation forces.

* July 9: The Israeli occupation forces stormed the archaeological site in Sebastia, north
of Nablus.

* July 9: The so-called Israeli Antiquities Authority carried out excavations and moved
extracted soil at the Khirbet Burnat site on Mount Ebal in Nablus. The occupation forc-
es along with the settlers move the soil in large containers and sacks using cranes and
trucks, to sift its content and extract any archaeological elements that it may contain.
These actions also come in the context of the occupation’s determination to control and
isolate the Palestinian archaeological site.

* July 13: Settler thugs, under the protection of the Israeli occupation forces, stormed
the ancient area of Bir Abu Ammar in the town of Qarawat Bani Hassan, west of Salfit.

* July 17: The occupation government approved a budget of 150 million shekels to Juda-
ize the identity of Palestinian archaeological sites.

The occupation government announced that it would return to directly work in and
control the Palestinian archaeological sites. The Israeli occupation has dedicated a huge
budget of 150 million shekels for this purpose, under the pretext of developing and
maintaining heritage sites in the occupied West Bank. 32 million shekels will finance
the annexation of the archaeological site of Sebastia and isolate it from its peripheral.
The goal is to increase the number of settler visitors under the Judaization policy pur-
sued by the occupation government. The occupation forces also target new archaeologi-
cal discoveries, including Khallet al-Jame’ in the Al-Hindazah area in Bethlehem, which
contains tombs from the Bronze Age, and a press that dates back to the Byzantine era.

This decision aims to confiscate and control the immovable and movable Palestinian her-
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itage items, and fabricate its reality using an alternative biblical narrative that serves the
policies and ideological motives of settlement expansion, Palestinian land annexation,
and eventually depriving the Palestinian people of their land and heritage and cultural
identity, which has a humanitarian value. This constitutes a serious and unprecedented
violation of the Declaration of Principles of 1993 (Oslo I), Taba Interim Agreement of
1995 (Oslo II) and other subsequent agreements between the Palestinians and Israelis.
This decision also constitutes a violation of all international conventions and charters
related to the protection of cultural property under occupation, including:

- The 1907 Hague Convention, the 1949 Fourth Geneva Convention, the 1954
Hague Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the event Armed
Conflict.

- The recommendations of the 1956 UNESCO General Conference, which calls
for preventing the Israeli occupation from conducting archaeological exca-
vations in the occupied territories. The 1970 International Convention on the
Means of Prohibiting and Preventing the Illicit Import, Export and Transfer of
Ownership of Cultural Property

- The 1972 Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Nat-
ural Heritage of 1972

- The UN Security Council resolutions on the protection of cultural property; and

- Other international decisions and recommendations related to cultural property
in the occupied Palestinian territories.

In this regard, the Palestinian Council of Ministers decided, on July 24, 2023, to form
a committee to follow up the occupation’s violations against archaeological sites, and

support its resilience against the Israeli judaization attempts.

Israeli Violations in the field of Cultural Expression

e  July 4: The Israeli occupation bulldozers destroyed the Jenin Club yard and the stand of
the five-a-side football stadium. They also destroyed other facilities of the club during

the aggression on Jenin camp.

Israeli Violations against the Environment

The water crisis in Palestine is mainly due to the occupation’s control over the Palestinian water
resources. The occupation authorities have reduced the water quotas supplied to the governor-
ates of Bethlehem and Hebron. The Israeli Mekorot Company, which supplies water to the

West Bank, has implemented a policy that involves reducing supplies to the main water line of
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Deir Shaar, which provides water to the governorates of Hebron and Bethlehem, and the water
connections to Tarqumiya and Beit Kahil. Thus, the average water supply from the Deir Shaar
water line declined to to 6000 cups per day, which caused depriving the residents of the two
governorates of their right to sufficient amounts of water in light of burning temperatures. This
policy comes within the framework of the racial discrimination agenda of the extremist Israeli
government towards the Palestinians, which favors the residents of the illegal settlements with
extra quantities of water at the expense of the Palestinian rights.

The Israeli government deliberately uses water as a collective punishment tool against the Pal-
estinians, by continuing to reduce the water supplies despite all communication attempts and
pressure by the international community. The Israeli authorities keep ignoring the gravity of
water supply reduction at a time when the country is witnessing an unprecedented rise in tem-
perature, which makes water a greater value, as a humanitarian requirement to cope with the
heat waves for the different social groups, especially children, women and the elderly.

The repercussions of these continued Israeli violations will not be limited to endangering the
fulfillment of basic needs for drinking and household uses, and thus increasing the daily suffer-
ing of the Palestinians, but will rather extend to wider implications that will jeopardize the Pal-
estinian economic growth by affecting the different economic sectors including agriculture and
livestock. This will risk food security, and cause large number of farmers to abandon agriculture
as a key and sole source of income. They will be forced to abandon their lands and choose
instead to work in the Israeli labor market. The impacts of the water crisis will also strike the
sectors of industry and tourism and cause the investors to consider venturing in the country due
to unavailability of water as a key requirement. Therefore, the international community should
assume its active role in forcing Israel to live for its commitments under the international laws
and treaties concerning water, so that the Palestinians will be obtain their water rights and avoid
the humanitarian, economic and political risks posed by the water scarcity issue.

e July 5: The Israeli occupation forces destroyed the water lines during the aggression
against the city of Jenin and its camp. This caused severe damage to the water facilities
and networks and affected the accessibility to water by residents. These Israeli acts violate
the Fourth Geneva Convention, which prohibits and incriminates compromising water ser-
vices, which constitute basic human rights.

e July 30: The occupation forces bulldozed the public “Al Shuhada” park in the eastern re-

gion of al-Mughayyir town in the Ramallah governorate.

Israeli violations against the Palestinian people in the educational, cultural and scientific domains




The report monitors Israeli violations against the environment as follows:

Violation Type

Salfit
Gaza
Strip
Nablus
Jericho
Bethle-
hem
Hebron
Ramal-
lah
Qalgilia
Jenin
Tulkarm
Total

Attacks against ag-
ricultural facilities 1 2 3 1 2 1 10
and machinery

Attacks against

lands 5 1 5 2 3 8 2 26

Tree uprooting 4 4 3 3 14

Dumping hazard- 0
ous waste

Livestock loss 2 1 1 1 1 6

Total 12 1 12 5 7 12 2 1 3 1 56

* The total number of environmental violations in July was 56, and included most Palestinian
cities, but was concentrated in the areas of Salfit, Nablus, and Hebron, with 12 attacks each.
Land violations scored highest record in terms of attack type, with 26 attacks, followed by tree

uprooting, which recorded 14 attacks.

Israeli Violations in Jerusalem

The occupation continues targeting of students, educational cadres, and schools, and violating
the right to education in Jerusalem. It attempts to attack the foundations of the collective na-
tional identity by manipulating and distorting the curricula. On the other hand, the occupation
continues its attempts to distort the Arab and Islamic features of the city, as well as its religious
and national character, through settlement and excavation projects underneath the old city, and
particularly Al-Agsa Mosque. This poses eminent threats to Al-Aqsa Mosque, which has caused
several collapses in the structures of the Islamic sanctuary. In the meantime, the occupation au-
thorities prevent any restoration processes inside the Haram, while facilitating settler incursions
and trespassing under the cover of tourism to Al-Aqsa Mosque, and providing them with strict
security protection to allow them practice Talmudic worship rituals that violate the status of the

Mosque as a place of Islamic worship.
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The report monitors the Israeli violations in Jerusalem as follows:

Israeli Violations in the field of Education

Occupation violations against students in Jerusalem as follows:

Wounded Detained Martyrs
Students 1 31 -

e July 7: The Occupation Court “acquitted”” a member of the occupation police who killed

Iyad al-Hallaq, an autistic boy in the occupied city of Jerusalem.

e July 16:
The Israeli Parliament (Knesset) held a session to incite against Arab schools and

national curricula in Jerusalem

The Israeli Subcommittee for Educational Programs in the occupied East Jerusalem
held its first session, chaired by extremist Knesset member Amit Halevy. It discussed
textbooks used in Palestinian schools in Jerusalem, with the aim to incite against the
right of Palestinian students to study Palestinian curricula. The sub-committee called for
strict sanctions against schools that do not comply with the Israeli curricula, according
to their expression.

The Zionist Knesset member Moshe Torbaz said: “A decade ago, there were only two
schools in East Jerusalem (Beit Safafa and Atarot) teaching the Israeli curricula. Today,
the percentage of Arab schools amount for 20%, which means an increase by twenty
times in 10 years.”

On her part, the representative of the judicial advisory committee, Yara Yifrah, said in
a clear and blatant incitement against Jerusalem schools: “The Minister of Finance also
has powers to reduce the budget of schools that do not recognize the State of Israel.”
The head of the committee called for stricter sanctions against schools that do not ad-
here to the Israeli occupation curricula. He said: “The penalties by the education minis-
try must be replaced with more serious ones, and not be limited to closure of school or
educational institution.”

The session was attended by a masked witness (probably brought by the Israeli internal
intelligence service ”Shin Bet* (probably an agent), who claimed to be a Jerusalemite
student who studied Palestinian textbooks. He said: I did not study anything about the
State of Israel, we learned about the Palestinians and the occupation! we did not learn
Hebrew because they told us we don’t need to do so, because the occupation will not

last forever! ”They taught us that we must hate the State of Israel.” The witness added,
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“Some of the teachers used to be previously terrorists in prisons, and some of my school
mates are currently serving sentences in prisons.”

The masked man added, in a blatant incitement against the teachers of Arab schools,
who graduated from Palestinian universities: “During the war on the Gaza Strip, they
used to close classrooms and take us to demonstrate in the streets and throw stones.”
This resonates with the previous demands by the Israeli occupation security services
that Arab teachers should be appointed in Jerusalem schools with direct permission
from these services, which implies a sort of security check or approval by the (internal
security) Shin Bet for each and every teacher to be contracted in the Arab schools in
Jerusalem.

Based on this session, the Knesset will discuss a bill to stop financial support for edu-
cational institutions that teach Palestinian curriculum, to inforce the Israeli curricula on

the Palestinian community.

The Keneset session represents a continued racist Zionist policy against education in
Jerusalem and a constant incitement against Arab schools and teachers in Jerusalem.
Huge pressure has been imposed by the occupation municipality and the “so-called” Is-
raeli education ministry over the Arab schools and owners to adopt the Israeli curricula
that forges the history and national concepts of Palestinian students, using illusive and
cheap methods to entice some school owners to do so, in return for huge bribes under

the cover of financial support.

July 17: The Israeli occupation forces raided the Dar Al-Tifel Al-Arabi School in the occu-

pied East Jerusalem, under the pretext of searching for a wanted person. They provocatively

searched the school facilities before withdrawing from the place.

Israeli Violations in the field of Higher Education

The following table lists Israeli occupation violations against university students
in Jerusalem:

Wounded Detained Killed

University Students - 1 -

July 23: The Israeli occupation forces raided the vicinity of AI-Quds University in the
town of Abu Dis - Jerusalem Governorate, and threw tear gas canisters at the students

and residents, causing a number of them to suffocate.
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Israeli Violations in the field of Tangible Heritage in Jerusalem

Storming of Al Aqsa Mosque
Number of Settlers 6542

* July 6: Settlers performed Talmudic prayers near the Lions’ Gate, one of the gates of the
Al-Agsa Mosque, with protection from the occupation forces.

* July 7: The Israeli occupation forces stormed the courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque, after
Friday prayers, arrested a young man, and removed banners sympathizing with the res-
idents of Jenin camp.

* July 20: Two armed settlers trespassed into the property of the Orthodox Church in
“Mount Zion” in occupied Jerusalem, brought blankets and other items on the land
and announced that they would remain in the place. When a church official asked them
to leave the place, the settlers began to utter obscene and racist insults against him,
claiming, “Mount Zion belongs to the Jewish people only, and that any further minute a
Christian stands here is considered an act of looting.”

* July 26: Dozens of settlers stormed the streets, neighbourhoods and alleys of the Old
City of occupied Jerusalem in a provocative march, and performed Talmudic dances
while shouting racist anti-Arab calls, on the eve of the so-called “Temple Destruction
Anniversary”.

* July 27: Large forces of the occupation police stormed the Dome of the Rock in Al-Ag-
sa Mosque, while hundreds of settlers stormed the courtyards of the mosque.The occu-
pation forces provocatively stormed the Dome of the Rock, stationed its members at the
entrances, and seized its keys after assaulting the mosque guards.

e July 27: The Israeli occupation forces prevented Muslim worshipers from entering
Al-Agsa Mosque, while hundreds of settlers stormed the mosque courtyards. They pre-
vented the worshipers, who were present at the gates from entering Al-Agsa mosque,
and forced the ones inside to leave, in order to allow hundreds of settlers, including right

wing extreme ministers and Knesset members to trespass in the mosque.

Israeli Violations in the field of Cultural Expression in Jerusalem

*  July 19: The occupation forces prevented a monk from entering Al-Buraq Square, lo-
cated west of the Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem, who was accompanying by the German
Minister of Education, because he was wearing a cross, under the pretext that this would

endanger his life.
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Israeli Violations against the Environment in Jerusalem

July 25: The occupation forces razed the lands owned by residents of Al-Isawiya area
in Jerusalem.

July 25: The Israeli occupation forces demolished several agricultural facilities in the
town of Al-Za’im, east of occupied Jerusalem, including barracks and sheep pens, and
uprooted olive trees.
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Sources

The information contained herein has been derived from the following sources:

- Ministry of Education

- Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities

- Palestinian News and Information Agency (WAFA)
- Palestinian Broadcasting Corporation (PBC)

- Palestinian Water Authority

- Jerusalem Governorate

- Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs

- Wadi Hilweh Information Center- Jerusalem
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