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Preface

On a daily basis, the Israeli occupation authorities continue to commit viola-
tions against the Palestinian people, including violations against sacred plac-
es, heritage and natural resources. This observatory report monitors Israeli
violations in the areas of education, culture and science. This comes as part
of the Palestinian National Commission for Education, Culture and Science’s
(PNCECS) constant endeavor to update the competent international agencies,
particularly, UNESCO, ICESCO and ALECSO on the latest educational, cul-
tural, and scientific situation in Palestine, with a special focus on Jerusalem,
where the occupation exerts every effort to Judaize the city and its history. To
this end, the Israeli occupation persistently attempts to take over the Palestin-
ian cultural space, control schools and impose Israeli curricula on Palestinian
students. The observatory report aims to outline the Israeli occupation’s viola-
tions against the Palestinians, including violations of the relevant internation-

al conventions.

The methodology of this special observatory report depends on collecting and
sorting data and reports from official and unofficial bodies, as well as official
media agencies, international human rights organizations. Data resources also
include special PNCECS watch reports on incitement and racism in the Israeli
media and relevant violations.
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Israeli violations in the field of education

The Israeli occupation violations in the field of education manifest at mul-
tiple levels, involving the infringement of the rights of students, teachers,
and schools themselves, thereby disrupting the educational process. The
Occupying authorities frequently assaults students and teachers during their
commute to schools and within school hours. Additionally, the Occupying
authorities consistently issue demolition orders for schools in diverse ar-
eas, often under various pretexts. Furthermore, the erection of checkpoints
impedes the smooth flow of the educational process, leading to delays or
preventing students and teachers from accessing their schools.

The report monitors Israeli violations in the field of education in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip as follows:

Wounded Detainees Martyrs
Students 7 50 2

e September 5, the Israeli Occupation forces attacked Beit Ummar
Secondary Girls School in the Hebron governorate, deploying tear
gas that resulted in the choking of dozens of female students.

e September 20, the Israeli Occupation forces assaulted the Qarawat
Bani Hassan Basic Girls School in Salfit, throwing gas bombs that
resulted in the choking and fainting of dozens of female students.

Israeli violations in the field of higher education and scientific research

Higher education in Palestine stands as a primary target for the occupa-
tion, which seeks, through various means, to undermine and intervene in its
functioning. The objective is to strip higher education of its national con-
tent and essence, limiting its capacity to convey its message to the world.

These violations manifest in different ways, including assaults on students
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within universities, targeting them through killing or detention. Incidents
also involve the intrusion into universities, confiscation of numerous tools
and devices, and the imposition of restrictions on academics, both foreign

and Palestinian alike.

Wounded Detainees Martyrs

University Students - 21 1

e September 5, the Israeli occupation intelligence summoned the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Bisan Center for Research and Development,
Obai Al-Aboudi, for interrogation while he was at the Karama cross-

ing and prevented him from traveling for the third consecutive time.

The Israeli authorities had previously barred Al-Aboudi from travel-
ing to Amman last year to participate in an invitation from the United
Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia, aimed
at exposing the practices of the occupation. He was also prevented
from traveling to the United States and Mexico for an international
conference of civil society organizations. Similarly, the Israeli au-
thorities prevented the director of ADDAMEER Prisoners Support
and Human Rights Associations, advocate Sahar Francis, from trav-
eling to participate in the same conference, along with barring direc-

tors and employees of other institutions from traveling.

e September 7, the Israeli forces raided the home of Birzeit University
student Shadi Omeira, causing damage to its contents.

e September 24, the Isracli occupation forces raided Birzeit Universi-
ty, located north of Ramallah, resulting in the arrest of five students

and the vandalism of the university property.

Israeli Violations Against Tangible Heritage

The Israeli occupation violations against Palestinian tangible heritage are
primarily manifested through attacks on Palestinian holy, archaeological,
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and natural sites. These aggressions are perpetrated either by the Israeli
army or settlers, who assault and desecrate these sites under the protection
of the Israeli army.

The site of “Ancient Jericho/ Tell es-Sultan” was added to UNESCO’s
World Heritage List on September 17, 2023. Leading up to this announce-
ment, a vigorous campaign was waged by Israeli government entities and
Zionist organizations against the inscription of Tell es-Sultan site on the
World Heritage List. Israeli Government ministers undertook field visits to
the archaeological site of Telul Abu Al-Alayiq (southwest of Jericho), urg-
ing settlers to invade Tell es-Sultan and the city of Jericho simultaneously
with the voting process for the site’s inclusion.

Moreover, UNESCO itself faced attacks, with some labeling the inclusion
as a political and religious battleground. Efforts were made to sway mem-
bers of UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee to obstruct the voting pro-
cess. Likud party Knesset member Dan Eliezer conveyed a message to UN-
ESCO Director-General Audrey Azoulay, emphasizing that “Jericho is first
and foremost a prominent city in the Bible.” He called for the annulment of
the vote, arguing that this amounted to clear interference by the UNESCO
in a complex conflict. Eliezer contended that previous decisions impacting
Hebron and Cave of the Patriarchs had adversely affected relations between
UNESCO and Israel.

The report monitors Israeli violations in the field of tangible cultural
heritage as follows:
e September 5: Settlers invaded Islamic sites in Awarta, south-
east of Nablus.

e September 7: Settlers demolished a group of buildings at the
old bus station “Al-Karaj” in the center of Hebron, as part of
the expansion of the settlement outpost “Beit Romano” near
the Osama bin Al-Mungqith School. The settlers had occupied
this area in 1980 and converted it into a settlement outpost. It
serves as the urban fabric center of the Old City of Hebron,
which has been on the list of heritage sites at risk since 2017.
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e September 16: the Israeli occupation authorities closed the
Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron under the pretext of Jewish holi-
days.

e September 20: the Israeli occupation authorities closed the Ibra-
himi Mosque in Hebron under the pretext of Jewish holidays

e September 20: Large numbers of settlers invaded the court-
yards of the Ibrahimi Mosque and performed Talmudic rituals
in its courtyards.

e September 26: the Israeli occupation forces raided the archae-
ological area in the town of Sebastia, northwest of Nablus.
The forces besieged the area and prevented entry in an attempt
to seize the archaeological site.

Israeli Violations in the field of Cultural Expression

e September 21: The Israeli occupation forces raided a wedding
ceremony in the town of Deir Istiya, northwest of Salfit. They
arrested a young man, assaulted those present, and fired live am-
munition and sound grenades.

e September 27: The occupation authorities issued a stop-work or-
der for construction activities at a sports field in the village of
Masha, west of Salfit.

Israeli Violations against the Environment

The Israeli occupation authorities persistently commit daily violations against
the Palestinian environmental, encompassing activities such as burning and bull-
dozing agricultural lands, deforestation, transforming Palestinian territories into
dumping grounds for Israeli waste, establishing industrial settlement zones, con-
fiscating and assuming control of natural reserves, and diverting sewage from

settlements into Palestinian areas.

The Israeli occupation continuous the excavation of sewage networks and absorp-
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tion pits while prohibiting the establishment of wastewater treatment stations.
It also obstructs developmental projects, maintenance, and rehabilitation efforts
in areas designated as “Area C” and the Jordan Valley. Accusations have been
made against Israeli authorities, claiming the theft of 600 million cubic meters
of groundwater. Furthermore, hazardous Israeli waste is allegedly marketed and
sold, falsely presented as natural fertilizer. Reports suggest that Israeli waste is
illicitly transported after sorting and incineration, with recyclable materials being
sent to the Palestinian territories. In the West Bank, there are 252 Israeli factories
specializing in hazardous industries, generating significant amounts of smoke and

toxic fumes.

The Israeli authorities depletes natural resources in the Dead Sea through the im-
plementation of various water projects, constructing dams on the sources of the
Yarmouk River, establishing factories that exploit natural resources such as mag-
nesium and phosphate, and drilling over 100 wells to extract groundwater that
feeds into the Dead Sea. Additionally, Israeli forces conduct military training ex-
ercises in the Dead Sea basin. These practices have resulted in the loss of 90% of
the Dead Sea’s water, the depletion of plant and animal resources in the area, an
increase in the salinity of the Dead Sea, and negative impacts on aesthetic aspects.
Furthermore, there has been a decrease in groundwater levels in adjacent regions.

It is worth noting that the Israeli occupation has seized control of approximate-
ly 95% of the water in the Western Aquifer Basin and over 70% of the Eastern
Aquifer Basin, among other water sources. This is in addition to water losses re-
sulting from the occupation’s control and annexation of some major springs such
as Al-Qalt, Al-Fara, Al-Auja, Fasayil, Al-Sakout, Ein Al-Malih, Al-Halwwa Al-
Fuqa, and Al-Halwwa Al-Tahta. This constitutes an estimated loss of about 10 to
15 million cubic meters annually. Furthermore, there is a continuous threat to the
springs in the city of Jericho, which serves as a primary source for drinking and
agriculture, and the loss of the unique attraction for water tourism. The occupation
also controls the springs of Al-Fashkha, with an average discharge rate ranging

between 60-80 million cubic meters per year.

The report monitors Israeli violations against the environment as follows:
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Violation Type

Salfit

Nablus |Jericho

Bethlehem

Hebron

Ramallah

Qalgilya

Jenin

Tulkarm [N K171

Attacks against
agricultural facilities
and machinery

Attacks against
lands

Tree uprooting

Destruction of water
pipes

Livestock loss

2

1

4

Total

5

8

6

5

6

6

1

1

1

e The total number of environmental violations in September was 39 incidents

distributed among cities, with the highest number recorded in the Nablus

Governorate, accounting for 8 assaults. Most of these attacks were on Pales-

tinian territories with a total number of 16 attacks.
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Israeli Violations in Jerusalem

The Israeli occupation continues targeting students, educational staff, and
schools, violating the right to education in Jerusalem and attempting to
undermine the components of the collective national identity by distorting
and falsifying the curricula. On the other hand, the occupation authorities
persist in their attempts to erase the features of the Arab and Islamic city,
stripping it of its religious and cultural character. This is done by imple-
menting settlement projects and excavations under the city in general and
under Al-Agsa Mosque in particular. These excavations pose a real danger
to the Al-Agsa Mosque and could lead to the collapse of parts of it. In
contrast, the occupation authorities are preventing any possible restoration
work in the mosque. In addition, the occupation authorities are facilitating
the storming of the Al-Agsa Mosque by settlers and “so-called tourists”
under heavy security protection and the practice of Jewish rituals that are
incompatible with the special status of the holy mosque as a pure Islamic
landmark. Additionally, there are challenges faced by churches and Chris-
tian religious figures in Jerusalem, including attacks and targeting on the
Mount of Olives. The occupation attempts to strip them of the administra-
tion of the area, especially after Israeli attempts to turn the Mount of Olives
into an Israeli national park, disrupting the religious and heritage balance

in Jerusalem.

The Israeli Ministry of Education issued formal letters to schools in Je-
rusalem under the title “Receipt of Educational Books by an Educational
Institution from the Jerusalem Municipality.” In these letters, the Ministry
issued a warning of potentially revoking the institution’s license if it is
found distributing a curriculum deemed to contain inciting content, specif-
ically referring to Palestinian curriculum books. Additionally, Israeli po-
lice, stationed at the entrances of Al-Agsa Mosque, detained students from
Al-Agsa schools en route to their classes within the mosque. During this
operation, the police confiscated specific books from the students, guided
by a list that outlined the names of books to be confiscated from Al-Agsa
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school students, prohibited from being brought into schools within Al-Aq-
sa. Notably, among the confiscated books were “Arabic for Eighth Grade”
and “Geography and History for Eleventh Grade.

The report monitors Israeli violations in the city of Jerusalem as follows:

Israeli Violations in the Field of Education

The Israeli Occupation violations against students in Jerusalem, as detailed
in the following table:

Wounded Detainees Martyrs
Students 1 26 -

September 4: Israeli forces confiscated schoolbooks featuring the Pales-
tinian flag from students of the Shari’a School and Al-Agsa Kindergartens
near the gates of Al-Agsa, following their attempt to bring them into the
holy mosque.

September 13: Dozens of students suffered from suffocation after Israeli
forces invaded the vicinity of the school cluster in the town of Anata, north-
east of occupied Jerusalem. The forces used sound and tear gas grenades,

causing injuries and cases of suffocation among the students.

Israeli Violations in the Field of tangible Heritage:

Storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque

Number of settlers 3986

e September 8: The Israeli forces, stationed at the Qatanin
Gate, one of the main entrances to Al-Aqsa Mosque from the
northern side in occupied Jerusalem, prevented worshippers
from exiting the mosque under the pretext of providing pro-
tection to settlers and enabling them to openly perform their
Talmudic rituals.
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e September 9: Israeli police and soldiers raided the Bab al-Rah-
ma prayer hall, the eastern entrance to Al-Agsa Mosque, and
vandalized its contents.

e September 9: The Occupation forces, accompanied by set-
tlers, invaded the historic town of Sebastia northwest of Nab-
lus. They fired live ammunition and gas at citizens, resulting
in several cases of suffocation among them.

e September 14: Settlers raided Al-Agsa Mosque in consecu-
tive groups through the Moroccan Gate, conducted provoca-
tive tours within its courtyards, received explanations about
the alleged “Temple,” and performed Talmudic rituals in the
vicinity of the Gate of the Tribes and near the Dome of the
Rock.

e September 16: The Occupation forces prevented individuals
under the age of 45 from entering Al-Agsa Mosque to perform
the Maghrib and Isha prayers, under the pretext of Jewish hol-
idays during their incursion into the holy site.

e September 19: The Israeli forces attacked archaeological sites
in the village of Hizma south of Jerusalem, where they carried
out excavations due to the construction of a new settlement
road. The Israeli Antiquities Authority conducted excavations
at the site.

e September 25: Settlers, dressed in Torah priestly garments,
roamed the streets of the Old City in occupied Jerusalem.

e September 25: Dozens of settlers violated the sanctity of
Bab al-Rahma Islamic cemetery adjacent to AlI-Aqsa Mosque.
They walked and danced on the graves of Muslims.

e September 25: Occupation forces restricted movement, closed
roads leading to the Old City and Al-Agsa Mosque, and shut
down shops in Jerusalem. This was done to establish control
and secure Jewish celebrations of the so-called “Yom Kippur,”
the Hebrew Day of Atonement.
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e September 26: The Shuhabi Basin is suffering from the effects
of cracks caused by excavations inside it, turning it into a per-
manent shrine for settlers. It’s worth noting that the Shuhada
Basin is an Islamic historical area from the Mamluk era, adja-
cent to the Buraq Wall in the vicinity of the Al-Agsa Mosque.

wlquIuIsJulc‘_sz

e Settlers violating the sanctity of the graves in the Bab al-Rah-
ma cemetery

Israeli Violations in the Field of Cultural Expression:

* September 16: After the complete Israeli control of the “Tantur Faroun”
road, which connects the town of Silwan on one side to the Old City and
Al-Agsa Mosque on the other side, an Arab Bedouin character was intro-
duced to it by setting up tents and showcasing camels. Settler “shepherds”
were deployed to attract tourists and take them on a tour to listen to the
distorted biblical narrative. Recently, after the opening of the Hanging The-
odoti Pedestrian Bridge above the lands of Wadi al-Rababa in Silwan, the
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Israeli authorities followed the same approach by introducing camels and
shepherds to accompany local and foreign tourists on a brainwashing tour,
planting the distorted Israeli narrative about the place.

Thus, the policy of uprooting and substitution continues in Jerusalem. De-
spite its various manifestations, its goal remains singular: to minimize the
Palestinian presence in the city and erase the authentic Arab character of
the city.

Israeli Violations against the Environment

* September 21: Israeli authorities renewed the seizure order for 350 dunams
(hectares) of Palestinian lands in the villages of Qatanna, Al-Qubeiba, and
Beit Anan, northwest of Jerusalem, and the town of Beit Liqya west of Ra-

mallah.
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Sources

The information contained herein has been derived from the following sources:

- Ministry of Education

- Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
- Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities

- Palestinian News and Information Agency (WAFA)

- Palestine TV

- Palestinian Water Authority
- Jerusalem Governorate

- Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs

- Wadi Al-Hilweh Information Center — Jerusalem
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