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Preface

Israeli occupation authorities practice daily violations against the Palestinian people
their sanctities ,heritage, and natural assets.This observatory follows up and monitor
Israeli violations in the educational, cultural ,and scientific areas within the permanent
endeavor of the Palestinian National Commission for Education ,Culture and Science
to brief the specialized international organizations ,especially UNESCO ,JICESCO and
ALECSO ,with the educational, cultural and scientific situation in Palestine in general
and in Jerusalem in particular, where occupation seeks by all means to Judaize the city
and its history by imposing control over Palestinian schools ,curricula ,and the cultural
scene .The observatory aims to highlight the violations committed by the occupation

and its violation of all relevant international conventions.

This specialized observatory utilize a methodology based on collecting and sorting
data and reports issued by official and unofficial authorities ,in addition to official
media agencies ,international human rights organizations and agencies ,in addition to
the reports of specialized teams in the National Commission that monitors incitement

and racism in the Israeli media and the violations of relevance to its work scope.

Israeli violations against the Palestinian people in the educational, cultural and scientific domains




Israeli violations in the field of education

The violations of the Israeli occupation in the field of education come on different level, such
as the violation of the rights of students and teachers ,and the schools themselves ,in addition to
the progress of the educational process .. Occupation authorities attack students and teachers on
their way to schools and during working hours ,issue demolition orders for schools in various
regions under various pretexts ,in addition to erecting barriers that impede the progress of the

educational process and delay or prevent students and teachers from arriving to their schools.

The report monitored Israeli violations in the field of education in the West Bank and

Gaza Strip as follows:

detainees wounded Martyrs
Students 27 55 7

e May 4 : Israeli occupation forces stormed the city of Nablus.The aggression
resulted in killing three people and wounding 166 citizens four of whom were
shot with live bullets and were taken to hospitals ,in addition to the injury of 10
others as a result of falling from high places, and 152 cases of gas suffocation
including school students .The Directorate of Education in the city of Nablus
was forced to evacuate 16 schools in the city and to close the area which occu-
pation forces raided in order to preserve the lives of the students bearing in mind
that the raid took place while the students were at schools and the Israeli soldiers

fired live bullet and tear gas canisters in the vicinity of the schools.

May 7 : Israeli occupation forces demolished the «Al Tahaddi 5» school in
Beit Taymar, east of Bethlehem. This school serves about 60 students from
the first to fourth grades, and it was demolished in 2017 before it was rebuilt

in the same year.

May 9 : Israeli occupation forces began their aggression against Gaza Strip
using planes and missiles. They bombarded residential areas, and targeted all
sectors of Palestinian society in the Strip .The aggression continued for five
successive days until 14 May 2023 causing the death of 6 children in the Strip,
the injury of 48 children ,and the displacement of many families who lost their
homes including children and school students ,which will necessarily reflect on
the psychological state of children over time .Educational life in the Strip was
also disrupted during the aggression.

e May 10 : Occupation forces demolished the «Al Tahaddi 5» school in Bethlehem
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for the second time within a week .1t is the third demolition since the school was
established.

e May 29 :occupation forces raided Al-Krum Basic High School for Boys in
Beitunia ,west of Ramallah ,and prevented students, teachers and the adminisi
trative staff from leaving it at gunpoint.

e May 30 : occupation forces assaulted school students in the town of Hawara in

Nablus governorate ,which resulted in suffocation cases.

Israeli violations in the field of higher education

Higher education in Palestine is a major target of the occupation as it attempts by all means to
weaken it and to interfere with it aiming at emptying higher education of its national content
and weakening its role in conveying its message to the world .These violations vary between
attacking students at their universities and targeting them by either killing or arresting them as
well as storming universities and confiscating devices. In addition, Israeli authorities impose

restrictions on both foreign and Palestinian academics.

The report monitored Israeli violations in the field of higher education in the West Bank

and Gaza Strip as follows :

Wounded Martyrs Detainees
University students 1 - 3

e May 9 : The Israeli aggression on the Gaza Strip began targeting all aspects
of life ,including the educational life in the Palestinian universities in the Gaza
Strip .

e May 16: Israeli occupation forces stormed the campus of Hebron University
causing clashes with students ,which led to a number of injuries among students
and citizens in the city.

e May 16 : Clashes broke out between citizens and the Israeli occupation forces
at the entrance of Palestine Technical University ,Khadoori ,Al-Aroub branch,
north of Hebron ,which resulted in the injury of a young man with live bullets in

the foot in addition to the suffocation ofdozens of students and citizens .
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Israeli violations in the field of tangible heritage

Israeli occupations violations against the tangible Palestinian heritage come in the form of the
attacks on Palestinian sanctities, archaeological and natural sites either by Israeli army forces or

by settlers who attack and desecrate these sites under the protection of the Israeli army.

The report monitored Israeli violations in the field of tangible cultural heritage as follows:

e May 7: Israeli occupation approved the development of a settlement site adjacent
to the village of Sebastia which is registered on the tentative list of the World
Heritage List (UNESCO) targeting the archaeological site there. This allows
increasing settlers <access to the place and reducing the Palestinian presence.

e Mayl8 : Israeli occupation forces prevented Hebron Construction Commission
from completing the restoration of a building in the vicinity of the Ibrahimi
Mosque.

e May 18 : Settlers with heavy protection from the occupation forces stormed the
archaeological site in Sebastia in Nablus governorate and performed prayers and
religious rituals.

e May 22 : Dozens of heavily armed settlers participated ,today ,Monday ,in a
provocative march in the Old City of Hebron ,in the south of the West Bank .

e May 31 : Settlers smuggled building materials into the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron

A number of citizens expressed their fear and concern that settlers smuggled building
materials into the Ibrahimi Mosque in Hebron ,after midnight .

Activists video-documented a group of settlers protected by Israeli soldiers while they
were smuggling building materials into the mosque .

Activists said that the smuggling of building materials after midnight indicates settlers’
intention to change the features of the Ibrahimi Mosque ,with the aim of seizing it and

turning it into a synagogue .

Israeli violations in the field of cultural expression

e May 22 : In line with occupation’s plans that affect the heritage ,the novel,
antiquities and land, international digital platforms have blocked and removed
patriotic Palestinian songs such as the song ” my blood is Palestinian “by the
Palestinian singer Muhammad Assaf .This comes in the context of the war on
the national Palestinian content and falls under the category of aggression and

the daily targeting of all that is Palestinian .
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Israeli violations in the field of the environment

In May, 2023 Israeli newspapers circulated news about the intention of the Israeli Minister of
Finance Bezalel Smotrich ,and the Isracli Minister of the Environment ,Idit Silman ,to submit
a proposal to establish 33 sites for burning and disposal of waste in the territory of the State
of Palestine.

This proposal comes in the context of the policy and plans of the Israeli occupation government
to destroy the Palestinian land and its natural capabilities and seek to turn it into a dumping
ground for Israeli hazardous chemicals and waste persisting and insisting on increasing the
suffering of the Palestinian people through the intended actions of polluting water ,air and
soil as well asdestroying the natural environment to push Palestinians to leave their homes and
lands to facilitate the Israeli control of the Palestinian land. Above all, the creeping annexation
policy pursued by the Israeli government through activating and implementing Israeli law on
the occupied Palestinian territories.

This proposal is also in line with the previous proposal presented to the Knesset by the extremist
member of Knesset for Likud Party ,Danny Danon ,which includes amending the Israeli law on
national parks ,nature reserves ,national sites ,and memorial sites ,and making it applicable in
the Palestinian territories.

The practices of the Israeli occupation constitute a clear and flagrant violation of the provisions
and principles of international humanitarian law ,especially the Fourth Geneva Convention
and the First Additional Protocol attached to the Geneva Convention ,in addition to a gross
legal violation of the provisions of international environmental agreements ,especially the
Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and Their
Disposal, and the Stockholm Convention on Organic Pollutants, and the Rotterdam Convention
on Prior Remote Approval Procedures for Hazardous Chemicals and Agricultural Pesticides,
as well as the outcomes of those Israeli plans that will lead to the forced displacement of the
Palestinian people and residents in those targeted areas which constitutes a crime against
humanity in accordance with the provisions of Article VII of the Rome Statute of the International

Criminal Court.
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The report monitored Israeli violations in the field of the environment as follows:

The nature of

violation Salfit Nablus  Jericho  Bethlehem Hebron Jenin  Tulkarm  Total

Assault on
agricultural
facilities 1 2

Land assault 4 1 2 1 1

Trees uprooted 1 1 1 2

—_— (& W

Livestock 1

hazardous
waste 1 1

Total 2 5 1 4 5 1 1 18

Israeli occupation continued its violations against the Palestinian environment as a total of
18attacks were monitored during May2023 where attacks and seizure of land scored the

largest share of (9) attacks. All violations concentrated in the cities of Jenin and Nablus.

Israeli violations in the city of Jerusalem

Israeli occupation authorities are constantly striving to obliterate the identity of th Palestinian
people, empty the emerging generation of its national identity ,and destroy the education sector
in Palestine in general and in Jerusalem in particular through distorting the curricula .On the
other hand occupation authorities attempt to remove Arab and Islamic features of the city and
make it lose its religious and civilized character through the implementation of settlement
projects and excavations under the city especially under Al-Agsa Mosque. Thishave become
a real threat to Al-Agsa Mosque as it may cause the collapse of parts of it. In addition the
occupation authorities prevent any possible restoration in it, and facilitate storming it by
settlers under the name of “tourists* of Al-Agsa Mosque. This happens under strict security
protection and the practice of Talmudic rituals that contradict the special status of the blessed

Mosque as a purely Islamic landmark.

The report monitored the Israeli violations in the city of Jerusalem as follows:
Israeli violations in the field of education:
Occupation violations against students in the city of Jerusalem ,as shown in the following table:

Wounded Martyrs Detainees
Students 14 - 33
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Israeli violations in the field of higher education:

e May 28 : The ministerial committee on legislation in the occupying state
deliberated on a draft law banning raising the Palestinian flag in Israeli

universities and requiring the universities to expel any student raises it.

Israeli violations in the field of tangible heritage:

Storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque
Number of settlers 5951

e May 18 : More than 400 settlers ,including ministers and Knesset members
stormed Al-Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem.

e May 18: Israeli occupation forces beat the Al-Aqsa Mosque guards and arrested
one of them.

e May 21 : Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu met members of his
government in a tunnel under Al-Agsa Mosque a few hours after one of Israeli
ministers stormed the courtyards of Al-Agsa Mosque ,which sparked widespread
Palestinian ,Arab and Islamic condemnations. ‘The battle is still going on for the

unity of Jerusalem’ Netanyahu was quoted during the meeting.
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Sources

The information in this observatory is derived from

- The Ministry of Education

- Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research
- Ministry of Culture

- The Ministry of Tourism and Antiquities

- Palestinian News and Information Agency (WAFA)

- Palestine TV

- Environmental Quality Authority

- Palestinian Water Authority

- Jerusalem Governorate

- Commission of Detainees and Ex-Detainees Affairs

- Wadi al-Hilweh Information Center - Jerusalem
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